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Shannon Diodene – Pr inc ipa l  
Jenni fer  Gonzales ,  Mat thew Chauvin—Ass is tant  Pr inc ipa ls  March 2023 

Upcoming Events: 
 
September 4—Early Dismissal 12:35 p.m.  
September 7—Labor Day/No School  
September 8—Bully Free Kick-Off Event—6:30 p.m.  
September 15—Fall Pictures-School Uniform must be worn 
September 21—Children’s Hospital “Boo at the Zoo” Fundraiser begins 

     Wow, the month of February was certainly busy and full of so many amazing events!  We were impressed 
by the beautiful harmonies from our Parish Honor Band students; as well as, enjoyed the incredible perfor-
mances at our Black History Program and celebrated our January students of the month.  We absolutely loved 
seeing all of our students’ smiles during our Krewe de’ Eagles parade.  The NES 5th-graders and band; as 
well as, the Harry Hurst Middle School dance team, cheerleaders, and mascot did a fabulous job getting us 
into the Mardi Gras spirit.  Our students continued to S.O.A.R by demonstrating positive quality traits 
through our NES Core Value and Student of the Month recognition programs.  At Norco Elementary School, 
we continuously challenge our students to not only grow academically but also demonstrate strong character.  
Our students truly have embraced the practice of demonstrating strong character and prove to go above and 
beyond with actions of kindness, empathy, respect, and a genuine caring for others.  As we continue moving 
through the 3rd quarter and into the 4th quarter, please continue to work closely with your child’s teacher(s).  
The remainder of the year will go by quickly and we want to make sure we are meeting your child’s needs 
both academically and socially.   
    We still have several opportunities to celebrate our students before the year ends.  Please make sure you 
refer to the weekly family memo sent home every Sunday afternoon through Connect Ed.  This list provides 
you with a reminder of the upcoming events at NES.  In addition, Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook provide 
you opportunities to see all of the exceptional activities at Norco Elementary School.  If you don’t already do 
so, we would love for you to follow us on our social media sites.  Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s 
teacher or an administrator if you have any questions about upcoming events.   
    We truly appreciate the continuous support from our community and families.  We know that the partner-
ship between home and school is instrumental in the success of our children.  Thank you for sharing your 
children with us and trusting us as we help them shine.   
 
Sincerely, 
Shannon Diodene  
Principal, Norco Elementary School   

8 Student of the Month Celebration 
(February SOM) 
Cake Bingo (PTO) 

9 3rd grade 100 Book Club Celebration 

14 End of 3rd Quarter 

17 Early Dismissal Day (students will be 
released at 12:45pm) 

18 ArtsFest from 10:00-3:00 

21 3rd Quarter Report Cards sent home 

29 3rd Quarter Eagle Excellence Awards 

30 Autism Awareness Dress Down Day 

31 Concessions 

4 General PTO meeting @ 6:00 pm 

5 Student of the Month Breakfast (March 
SOM) 

6 Box Top Dress Down Day 

7-14 Easter Holiday 

17 Classes resume 

24-28 4th Quarter progress reports sent home 

26 Young Author’s Celebration @ 6:00 pm 
(students participating will receive an invita-
tion) 

28 Concessions 
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Parents/Guardians/Visitors 
Each time you enter the school, you 
will be asked to present a valid  
state-issued ID.   
Everyone needs to check in to the main office once 
you are on campus.  At Car Rider pickup you will be 
asked for a picture ID as well.  

Attendance Requirements: 
ELEMENTARY students shall be in attendance a minimum of 167 days a school  year.  Students may only be absent 
10 days.  ELEMENTARY students who accrue more than 10 absences will NOT be eligible for promotion.  Extenuat-
ing circumstances may apply as well as excused absences for COVID-19 related absences.  For more information, 
please refer to the 2022-2023 Student Code of Conduct District Handbook. 

 
@norcoelementaryschool  
 

 
 @norcoelementaryschool 
 
   
 
@SCPPS_NES 

All of our 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders have been working hard every day, and we are certain that this will be evident in the 2022-2023 
state assessment results!  Our students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students will take the computer-based LEAP 2025 assessment.  To 
maximize instructional time, our testing window has been set for May.  Please refer to the chart below for a list of dates and the ses-
sions that students will take each day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is important that all 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders attend school on scheduled testing dates.  Testing will be scheduled to start at by 9:40 
each morning after breakfast.  Please be mindful of late check-ins and early check-outs as this will lead to a student having to make 
up missed sessions.   
 

We are excited for the students to show what they know on the LEAP 2025 assessment!  Please reach out if you have any questions! 
JGonzales@StCharles.K12.La.Us 
 

Thanks, 
Jennifer Gonzales, Assistant Principal 

Date/Session Session(s) 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders will be taking 
Friday, May 5, 2023 ELA 1 

Monday, May 8, 2023 ELA 2 & Science 1 

Tuesday, May 9, 2023 ELA 3 & Science 2 

Wednesday, May 10, 2023 Math 1 & Social Studies 1 

Thursday, May 11, 2023 Math 2 & Social Studies 2 

Friday, May 12, 2023 Math 3 &Social Studies 3 
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Literacy begins at home! It’s 
never too early to begin read-
ing to your child. The time 
spent reading aloud will create 
feelings of togetherness and 
closeness. Here are some 
helpful hints for reading aloud 
with your child at home: 

 Make reading aloud part of the daily routine. 

 Be physically close to your child as you read. Cud-
dle up! 

 Get into the characters of the story. Alter your 
voice to fit each character. 

 Read and reread the same book. Look for picture 
clues and details. 

 Have your child make predictions about the book 
before you begin reading. 

 Ask questions during the story: who, what, where, 
why, and how. 
Check to see if your child can retell the story with a 
beginning, middle, and end. 

A warm spring welcome is 
just around the corner! This 
month our First Graders’ new 
reader has fiction stories 
about Kate’s adventures. 
They will eventually see that 
Kate decides to write a book. 

Students will learn about spelling changes with 
plural nouns and root words. It is an exciting time 
in our Math work this month! Students are con-
tinuing with Module 4 and their important work 
on place value. They are building upon Module 
2’s learning with place value, many of their previ-
ous lessons, fluencies, and practices from 
throughout the year are coming together to sup-
port their growing math knowledge. This is an 
exciting time in your First Grader’s experience 
because they are taking ownership of their own 
learning and growing more each day!  

Our Kindergartners are SO LUCKY 
preparing for the last quarter of 
school!  In reading, we will contin-
ue working on reading four and 
five sounded words in our readers. 
You can help your child build their 
reading fluency at home by having 

them complete their Core Knowledge homework daily.. 
Please continue to practice sight words on a daily basis 
as well. 
In math, our kindergartners are continuing to build up-
on their knowledge of number sense by composing and 
decomposing numbers to 10. At the end of March, we 
will begin looking at our teen numbers and different 
ways to count to 100. Our Kindergarten Celebration will 
be on Friday, May 19th.  More information will be com-
ing home soon!  

     The weather is changing, the days are 
getting longer, and the full  
schedule of spring sports has begun. We 
appreciate your continued support as we 
enter into this busy time of the year. 
      In Reading, we will be completing Sir 
Gus and beginning our final unit of study 

which is a nonfiction text titled, The War of 1812. This is a very chal-
lenging unit, but the students enjoy learning about this important part of 
our history. There are some significant changes with this unit. Our 
weekly spelling words will increase from 15 to 20 words. Second grade 
students will be expected to read and answer questions about nonfic-
tion text throughout this unit. Your student will continue to develop his/
her understanding of nonfiction text and the use of a variety of text fea-
tures, as well as asking and answering questions, and gaining infor-
mation from the text. We strongly encourage you to get your child a 
library card, so that they can explore all genres of text.    
     During the beginning of March we will continue working on Module 6 
Foundations of Multiplication and Division, also known as arrays. 
We will begin Math Module 7 Problem Solving with Length, Money, 
and Data.  This is a CRITICAL module with a huge focus on WORD 
PROBLEMS. We will be working with students to develop the ability to 
read, understand, and solve word problems. It is important that students 
complete their math homework nightly as they work through this unit 
since word problems and solutions can be presented in a variety of 
ways. 
     Finally, students will be demonstrating their ability to choose topics, 
gather information, and compose nonfiction text pieces about their topic 
of choice.  This is a very important unit as it begins to prepare them for 
writing reports in the upper grades and allows them to explore topics 
through the use of technology. 
     As always, thank you for your support and cooperation. If you have 
any questions, feel free to contact your child’s teacher.   

Justin  
Martin, 4th 
grader in  
Ms. Gill’s 
class is 
teaching  
Ms. Kayla 
and  
Ms. Angel’s 
PK class 
during  
morning 
meeting.  
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     Our mathematicians are “March”ing along as we wrap up Module 4.  Our focus will be multiply-
ing  and dividing fractions and decimal fractions. We will continue to “spring” into action with Mod-
ule 5 when we calculate the volume and area of figures.  The students have been working hard to 
prepare for LEAP testing in May.  Remember to enforce those test taking strategies and continue 
to practice newly learned skills  at home! 
 
     Our scientists will continue to investigate the Essential Question of “How has Balinese rice farm-
ing endured for 1,000 years?”   Our focus will be analyzing the effects on Earth’s system from hu-

man activities and how they can disrupt or stabilize systems.  The students will learn more about the Dust Bowl, nutri-
ents for a healthy crop and equipment that affect farming life.   
 
    In ELA, we will be kicking off Multicultural Month with our last unit, Shutting Out the Sky. It focuses on immigrant life 
in the United States and how families sought the American dream. This unit offers students an understanding of how 
members of a culture meld into communities while trying to maintain cultural identity and honor their ancestors. 

    Is it really March already?  Mathemati-
cians will finish up with Module 5 by the end 
of the month.  We’re sure everyone is learn-
ing  a lot about fraction models and how to 
represent fractions on the number line. In the 
next few topics, students will learn about 
fractions greater than 1 and also how to lo-

cate equivalent fractions in different ways.  The first test on frac-
tions will be Monday, March 13th, covering lessons 1-16.  Please 
remember that all basic multiplication and division facts need to 
be mastered by the end of the school year. 

 In Science we will continue Module 3: Traits. We will 
discover how traits of an individual organism can provide ad-
vantages for survival and reproduction. In the fourth quarter, we 
will move on to Module 4: Force and Motion.  

In ELA we have just begun our last ELA Guidebooks 
Unit: Louisiana Purchase.  Students will read  Louisiana Pur-
chase: Ready for Chapters by Peter and Connie Roop and related 
texts to explore the question how can making deals benefit people 
in different ways? We will learn all about the fight over the owner-
ship of the Port of New Orleans. We will express our understand-
ing by forming an opinion about who benefitted the most from the 
Louisiana Purchase and supporting our opinion with text evi-
dence. Our readers are already loving learning about what makes 
our city so valuable.  

Happy March! May the warmer and 
longer days ahead fill you with joy! In 
ELA, we will soon be moving into our 
third and final ELA unit, The American 
Revolution. We will answer the ques-
tion Why is it important to have civil 
debates? We will express our under-
standing by writing a letter from the 

point of view of either George Washington or King George. The 
letter will convey if the actions of the patriots were or were not 
justified in fighting for their freedom. In Social Studies, we are 
beginning a new unit! In unit 4, we will focus on Westward Expan-
sion. Please review all notes in their study binder nightly. Our 
mathematicians are currently working towards completing Module 
5, and will begin module 6 soon. Please review math facts nightly 
and make sure your child is completing their assigned homework, 
as this is an extension/ practice/ review of the day's learning. In 
science, we are excited to be investigating Sense and Response, 
while focusing on the question: How do elephant’s sense rain-
storms from more than 100 miles away? This week, students will 
begin to focus on how animals respond to their environment. 
Please review notes in their study binder and/or in their science 
journals as this is an extension/ review of the day’s learning. 
Please continue to talk with your child about their daily learning 
and experiments! If you have any questions or concerns, please 
communicate through their planner, email, or School Status. We 
truly appreciate your continued support this year!  

Art students were 
selected to repre-
sent NES at the 
Inaugural YALL 
Regional Festival.  
Students were 
able to meet local 
artists and partici-
pate in many crea-
tive activities while 
receiving feedback 
on their works of 
art.  
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     Over the years, the number of students referred to us for struggles with anxiety has greatly increased. At this  me of the year 
as schoolwork may be difficult, tes ng is approaching, and schedules are full, we wanted to share a few  ps that will hopefully 
your student during anxious moments. The goal usually is not to eliminate anxiety or even its triggers, but to give kids (or adults) 
strategies to use to work through those anxious  mes. 

 
‐ Talk to your child. O en, a child will just feel be er having someone to talk to and simply feeling like someone is listen‐
ing and understands him/her. Avoid talking about it excessively; but offer reassurance when you no ce they are worried. 
‐  Try deep breathing. We do this with students all the  me at school. We use things like pinwheels to have them prac‐
ce. There are tons of different breathing techniques on the internet or youtube to try that take only a few quick sec‐

onds. 
‐  Prac ce posi ve self‐talk. Teach students that it is okay to feel anxious and reassure them 
that the feeling can pass. “Right now I am really worried about sleeping in my own room, but I 
can take deep breaths and I’ll feel be er in a li le while.” 

                ‐  This ar cle has some great things to keep in mind. O en, we think the things we do are 
  being helpful to kids with anxiety but some mes it can make it worse. h ps://childmind.org/
  ar cle/what‐to‐do‐and‐not‐do‐when‐children‐are‐anxious/ 
 

Love, Jennie Hermann (PreK‐2nd counselor), Stacey Noel (3rd‐5th counselor), Des ny Williams (MHP) 

 

HEADS UP ON CONCUSSIONS 
 

A concussion is a type of traumatic brain injury caused by a bump or blow to the head. Even a mild blow can 
sometimes be serious. Signs and symptoms of a concussion can show up immediately following the injury or may not appear or be no-
ticed until days or weeks after the injury. If your child exhibits any signs of a concussion or you suspect any symptoms, seek medical 
attention right away. 
                                       SIGNS                                                                                  SYMPTOMS 

 

How can you help your child prevent a concussion or other serious brain injury? 
• Ensure that they follow their coach’s rules for safety during sports. 
• Make sure they wear the right protective equipment for their activity and that the equipment fits properly. 
• Wearing a helmet should be a priority to reduce the risk of a serious brain injury; however, helmets are not 
   designed to prevent concussions. 
What should you do if you think your child has a concussion? 
SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION RIGHT AWAY. If injury occurs during sports, take your child out of the game right away. 
KEEP YOUR CHILD OUT OF PLAY. Do not let your child return to play the day of the injury and not until a health care profes-
sional says it’s OK. Children who return to play too soon before the brain is completely healed risk a greater chance of having a repeat 
concussion, which can be very serious. 
TELL YOUR CHILD’S COACH ABOUT ANY PREVIOUS CONCUSSION. Coaches should always be aware if your child has 
had a previous concussion. 
Information gathered from http://www.cdc.gov/headsup/ 

    

  
 Headache or “pressure’ in head 
 Nausea or vomiting 
 Dizziness 
 Double or blurry vision 
 Sensitivity to light or noise 
 Feeling sluggish, foggy, or groggy 
 Concentration or memory problems 
 Confusion 
 Just “not feeling right” 

  

  
 Appears dazed or stunned 
 Is confused about assignment or position 
 Forgets an instruction 
 Moves clumsily 
 Answers questions slowly 
 Loses consciousness (even briefly) 
 Shows mood, behavior, or personality changes 
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The following students were chosen for showing the character trait “Respect”: 

Finley Cadow, Drew Trosclair, Zoe Capdebosq, Evelyn Gordon, Milas Catalanotto,  
Harper Mathews, Henley Smith, Elizabeth Guilfou, Evangeline Turner,  

Emilee Elizabeth, Dominic Collura, Angel Perez, Liberty Johnson, Kade Madere,  
Cam Cyrier,  Kenleigh Barrient, Ariana Decker, Dominic Harris, Scott Siuba,  

Marcelene Schaeffer, Carson Vicknair, Hayden Jacob, Truett Martin, Hunter Hales,  
Drew Rel, Roman Arceneaux, Kenzie Whitehead  

      
 
 
 

March is National Music In Our Schools Month!  Check out some things happening on 
#MIOSM. 
 
“The world's most famous and popular language is music.”  ~Psy 
 
People are always impressed with the ability of a successful child.  Parents, the Three D’s of Success are a must; De-
sire, Discipline and Dedication.  With this, our potential is limitless. 
 
The March 18th Arts Awareness Fest is quickly approaching.  Those that chose to par ticipate have their  music 
and will be practicing with their groups at the before-school practices. See the band web site for more details.   

     This year’s St. Charles Parish Public Schools (SCPPS) Art 
Show grand opening is Tuesday, March 14 from 5:30-7:30 PM 
in the lobby of the Dr. Rodney R. Lafon Performing Arts Center 
(LPAC).  That evening, we invite families to view the art dis-
plays.  Additionally, a special recognition ceremony for students 
with work in the Superintendent’s Gallery will be held at 6:00 PM 
in the Shell Theatre. 

     The Art Show will be on display from March 11-20 and available for viewing during regular Box Office 
hours, Tuesday-Friday from 12:00-5:00 PM.  This culminates with ArtsFest on Saturday, March 18 at the 
LPAC from 10:00 AM-3:00 PM.  Students are encouraged to attend, checking in outside the building in 
front of the Box Office to receive a complimentary lunch.  Food vendors, hands-on activities, artistic dis-
plays, and performances will be held throughout the day and available to students, families, and the  
community. 

Our very own Mrs. 
Dunn sharing her 
passion for writing 
with our students at 
our Black History 
Program. 
If you can dream it, 
you can achieve it! 
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Pictured above: Student  
participants and teachers - 
Ms. Destinee LeBlanc and Ms. 
Myca Parker for our NES 
Black History Program  
celebrated in February.  

5th grade students researched 
African American Inventors. 
and the 1st African Americans 
who Made History in Mrs. 
Dunn’s keyboarding class.  

Typing 
certificates 
for stu-
dents with 
the highest 
WPM in 
Ms. 
Dunn’s 
Keyboard-
ing class.  
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Norco Elementary Family Center  
Together We Can Make a Difference 
Annie Francioni: afrancioni@stcharles.k12.la.us  
Hours: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  
Phone: 985-764-8933  

How Can You Support Your Child’s Learning at Home: 
Demonstrate a positive attitude about education to your children. 
      What we say and do in our daily lives can help them to develop positive attitudes toward school and learning and 

to build confidence in themselves as learners. Showing our children that we both value education and use it in 
our daily lives provides them with powerful models and contributes greatly to their success in school.  

       In addition, by showing interest in their children's education, parents and families can spark enthusiasm in them 
and lead them to a very important understanding-that learning can be enjoyable as well as rewarding and is well 
worth the effort required. 

Monitor your child's television, video game, and Internet use. 
       American children on average spend far more time watching TV, playing video games and using the Internet than 

they do completing homework or other school-related activities. 
Encourage your child to read. 
       Helping your child become a reader is the single most important thing that you can do to help the child to suc-

ceed in school-and in life. The importance of reading simply can't be overstated. Reading helps children in all 
school subjects. More important, it is the key to lifelong learning. 

Talk with your child. 
      Talking and listening play major roles in children's school success. It's through hearing parents and family mem-

bers talk and through responding to that talk that young children begin to pick up the language skills they will 
need if they are to do well. For example, children who don't hear a lot of talk and who aren't encouraged to talk 
themselves often have problems learning to read, which can lead to other school problems. In addition, children 
who haven't learned to listen carefully often have trouble following directions and paying attention in class. It's 
also important for you to show your child that you're interested in what he has to say. 

Encourage your child to use the library. 
       Libraries are places of learning and discovery for everyone. Helping your child find out about libraries will set him 

on the road to being an independent learner. Remember that libraries also offer a quiet place for students to com-
plete homework, and are often open in the evening. 

Encourage your child to be responsible and work independently. 
      Taking responsibility and working independently are important qualities for school success. You can help your 

child to develop these qualities by establish reasonable rules that you enforce consistently, making it clear to your 
child that he has to take responsibility for what he does, both at home and at school, showing your child how to 
break a job down into small steps, and monitor what your child does after school, in the evenings and on week-
ends. If you can't be there when your child gets home, give her the responsibility of checking in with you by phone 
to discuss her plans. 

Encourage active learning. Children need active learning as well as quiet learning such as reading and doing home-
work. Active learning involves asking and answering questions, solving problems and exploring interests. Active 
learning also can take place when your child plays sports, spends time with friends, acts in a school play, plays a 
musical instrument or visits museums and bookstores. To promote active learning, listen to your child's ideas and 
respond to them. Let him jump in with questions and opinions when you read books together. When you encour-
age this type of give-and-take at home, your child's participation and interest in school is likely to increase. 
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Norco Elementary Family Center  
Together We Can Make a Difference 
 
Annie Francioni: afrancioni@stcharles.k12.la.us  
Hours: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  
Phone: 985-764-8933  

Fomente el aprendizaje de su hijo en la casa 
 

Demuestre una actitud positiva con respeto a la educación. Lo que decimos y hacemos en nuestras vidas di-
arias les puede ayudar a desarrollar actitudes positivas hacia la escuela y el aprendizaje, y a desarrollar la 
confianza en sí mismos como estudiantes. Al demostrarles que valoramos la educación y utilizamos nuestro 
conocimiento en la vida cotidiana, les damos un ejemplo muy poderoso a seguir, lo cual contribuye mucho a 
su éxito en la escuela. 

 
Aliente a su niño a leer. Lo más importante que usted puede hacer para ayudarle a su niño a tener éxito en la 

escuela-y en la vida-es ayudarle a leer. No podemos enfatizar demasiado la importancia de la lectura. La lec-
tura ayuda a los niños a superarse en todas sus materias. Más aún, es la clave para el aprendizaje de toda la 
vida. 

 
Hable con su niño. Hablar y escuchar cuidadosamente son dos destrezas que juegan un papel muy importante en 

el éxito escolar de su niño. Los niños pequeños aprenden las destrezas del lenguaje que necesitarán para ten-
er éxito aprendiendo a leer a través de lo que escuchan a sus padres decir, las charlas entre los miembros de 
su familia y cómo son alentados a responder. Por ejemplo, los niños que no escuchan mucha conversación o 
a quienes no se les alienta a hablar y participar, suelen tener problemas al aprender a leer, lo cual puede 
causar retrasos en su desarrollo escolar. Además, los niños que no han aprendido a escuchar con cuidado 
frecuentemente tienen problemas siguiendo instrucciones o prestando atención en clase. También es muy 
importante que usted le demuestre que le interesa lo que el niño dice y piensa.. 

 
Anímelo a usar la biblioteca. Las bibliotecas son lugares de aprendizaje y descubrimiento para todos. Al ayudar 

a su niño a descubrir la biblioteca usted lo iniciará en un camino seguro hacia el aprendizaje independiente. 
Las bibliotecas también tienen un gran número de recursos para estudiantes de todas las edades, como mate-
rial de referencia, computadoras y muchos tipos de libros, ¡sin mencionar que ofrecen un lugar tranquilo para 
estudiar y hacer la tarea! Servicios de la biblioteca para niños de edad escolar describe los servicios que las 
bibliotecas ofrecen a los estudiantes. 

 
Aliente a su niño a ser responsable y trabajar independientemente. Tomar mayor responsabilidad y trabajar 

independientemente son cualidades importantes para el éxito escolar. Fomente la responsabilidad, la inde-
pendencia, y el aprendizaje activo ofrece algunas sugerencias para ayudar a su niño a desarrollar estas cuali-
dades. 

 
Fomente el aprendizaje activo. Los niños necesitan participar en actividades de aprendizaje activo al igual que 

en actividades de aprendizaje independiente como leer o hacer tarea. El aprendizaje activo incluye hacer y 
responder a preguntas, resolver problemas y explorar intereses. El aprendizaje activo también se realiza cu-
ando su niño participa en actividades deportivas, juega con sus amigos, actúa en una obra de teatro de la es-
cuela, toca un instrumento musical o visita museos y librerías. Para promover el aprendizaje activo, pida que 
su niño comparta sus ideas con usted y respóndale. 


